
 
 

Debate Topic Picker 
and Prep Sheet

A debate is an organized discussion in which two opposing sides of a topic are introduced and 
clearly defined by two people or teams. They will try to convince an audience that their side of the 
argument is the correct one.  A debate typically has rules the presenters must follow and a level of 
politeness and respect that is expected.

1. For or Against: Wearing Hats in the Classroom

2. For or Against: Uniforms in School

3. For or Against: Standardized Testing in Schools

4. For or Against: School days ending at 5:00 pm

5. For or Against: Bioengineering Crops (GMOs)

6. For or Against: Single Use Plastics

7.
8.

Research Assignments What will you be responsible for?
example: Antonio research on how many schools require uniforms in our area.

Debate Topics to Choose From:

Debate Rules:
1. Remember the Golden Rule

2. Respect that everyone has a different points of view, that is actually the point of a debate

3. No yelling or heckling from audience

4. No put downs or personal insults, or name calling

5. Evenly divide the research among teammates

6. Use all of the time given to you and do not speak when the other team is presenting

7.

Our Position is:

Which is: (circle one)
AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE
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Informed kids 
grow up to be 
informed adults.

Let's make sure our classrooms are a hub of 
political information and relatable facts for our 
students.

This Classroom 
visual aid shows  
Representatives 
and Senators from 
your state with 
relatable kid- 
friendly facts.

24" x 36' Poster
Available with Post-Election AutoRenew

Real People. Real Representation.
Real facts - researched independently and guaranteed to be 
developmentally appropriate - that help to humanize the 
adults who represent your students.

Take your Branches of Government 
curriculum to the next level with our teaching 
guide, small group discussion guides, debate 
templates and online survey tools. This 
curriculum also checks the box for: Language 
Arts, Social Studies and Research Standards.
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